2. THE SEGMENT 

2.1 THE PHONEME SET 

The Djinang phoneme inventory consists of twenty one consonant 
phonemes and three vowel phonemes. Charts 1 and 2 give the basic 
oppositions, and also the symbols used throughout this paper for 
these phonemes. The phoneme set Is similar to those of other Yolngu 
languages, except that there is no length contrast In the vowels 
(although there is semi predictable phonetic length), and there is no 
"interdental" order (perhaps more correctly called a I amino->a Iveolar 
order) of consonants. 



voiceless stops p 

voiced stops b 

nasals m 

laterals I J_ 

glides and rhotlcs w r £ 

The alveolar rhotic, r, is trilled 

CHART 2 
Vowe 1 Phonemes 
non-back back 
non-low i u 

low a 



CHART 1 






Consonant 


Phonemes 






veolar 


ap i co- 


1 am i no- 


veJi 




post- 


post- 






al veolar 


al veolar 




t 


t 


tj 


k 


d 


d 


dj 


g 


n 


n 


n 






55 



WORK PAPERS OF SIL-AAB 



Series A Volume 4 



A DISTIMCTIVE FEATURES APPROACH TO 

D JINANG PHONOLOGY AND VidRB MORPHOLOGY 



Bruce Waters 



Summer Institute of Linguistics 
Australian Aborigines Branch 

Darwin 

December 197 9 



